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Neonatal Fever: Emergency Management

Any infant 0-28 days old with:
 Fever ≥100.4F or 38.0C  OR
 Parent/caregiver reported fever                             

(any source except tactile) OR
 Signs of severe illness or sepsis

Evaluation & Diagnostics
 Labs – CBC with diff, CMP, UA (catheterized)
 LP with CSF Analysis (cell count, glucose, protein)
 Cultures – Blood, Urine, CSF
 Viral testing

 Rapid Flu and Rapid RSV during season
 Consider Respiratory Viral Panel if indicated
 COVID-19 NP PCR

 Consider CXR if cough or signs of respiratory 
distress

Ill Appearing?
 Lethargic
 Hypoglycemic (BG<50)
 Severe tachycardia
 Toxic appearance
 Hypotension
 Tachypnea

ILL 
APPEARING

WELL
APPEARING

Admit to Inpatient   .
(Mother-Baby Unit – 3A)   .

Treatment
 Ampicillin 50mg/kg 
 Gentamicin 5mg/kg
 Consider Acyclovir 20mg/kg  if suspected    

herpetic disease*

*SUSPECTED HERPETIC DISEASE
 Abnormal neuro exam
 Seizures
 Vesicular lesions
 Hepatitis
 Maternal HSV infection at delivery

NICU consult 
(consider Admit to NICU)


